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D. Nikolaishvili, A. Ujmajuridze, M. Kelberashvili, N. Geslaidze
About “The Map of Gurjistani Governorate”

Resume

Historical-geographical and historical-cartographic studies play an important role
in creating a retrospective picture of the past. Without studying the past, it is impossi-
ble to gain an in-depth insight in the political, social-economic peculiarities of modern
times, if not talking about forecasting the future.

The historical-geographical studies of Georgia have a long history (Vakhushti
Bagrationi, Iv. avakhishvili, D. Muskhelishvili, L. Maruashvili, K. Kharadze, etc.), and
there are a number of works written in this field. There is a whole complex of issues
not studied to present.

We consider “The Grand Books of Gurjistan Governorate”, the document of the
XViIc drafted by the Ottoman authorities, as one of the most important sources of the
study: in 1595 (the Book was translated from Turkish into Russian by S. Jikia, 1941).
The document describes the period when the southern territory of South Georgia was a
part of Ottoman Empire and was known as Gurjistan Governorate (Samtskhe-
Saatabago). Today, a certain part of this territory is included in Samtskhe-Javakheti,
while another part of it rests beyond the borders of Georgia (Tao-Klarjeti, Kola-
Ardahan).

The study was done in several stages:

= Creation of e-map og Gurjistani Governorate and DB;

= Development of list of geographical object and identification theit location;

= Development and analysis of territorial-administrative arrangement and revealing
of some peculiarities of territorial distribution;

= Identification of political borders according to “Gurjistani Map”;

= Identification of Georgian toponyms.
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