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Vine - One of the Important agriculture in Gurjistan governorate (XVI c.)
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Gurjistan governorate was one of the administrative units of Georgia occupied by the Ottoman Empire in the
XVI century, which mainly covered the upper reaches of the Mtkvari River and a certain areas of the basins of the
Oltisistskali River and some rivers in its right basin: Bardusistskali and Banistskali (Samtkhe-Javakheti and a part
of historical Georgia: Artaani, Kola, Oltisi, Panaki, Potskhovi and Chrdilo).

The goal of the study is to give a retrospective picture according to “The Great Register of Gurjistan
Governorate” (1595) drafted by the government of the Ottoman Empire for fiscal purposes. The study is based on
the statistical analysis of the given Register, data classification, development of GIS database and series of thematic
maps and identification of the peculiarities of the territorial distribution of vine. The retrospective picture was
possible to create based on two key aspects given in the Register: 1) data about the vine growing in different settled
areas, and 2) amount of tax charged for syrup (sweet juice, predominantly of grape).

Based on the Register analysis, it was established that vine was one of the widely spread cultures in Gurjistan
Governorate. Consequently, we can talk about widely spread wine-making and vine-growing in the given region
on the one hand and about the Christian population living there on the other hand (despite the supremacy of the
Ottomans in the region). Most vineyards were found in Akhaltsikhe Sancak (with over 100 vineyard areas), as
well as Cildir and other Sancaks. Particularly interesting is the growing of vine in Javakheti and other locations of
historical Georgia, where people do not grow this agriculture presently, predominantly as a result of the known
historical processes and natural environment.



