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Georgian toponyms in “Gurjistan Governorate Map”
Resume
Avtandil Udjmadjuridze, Dali Nikolaishvili

The toponymy of historical Georgia is quite diverse; however, many of the toponyms are no more in
use now, but survive in historical documents, historical-literary compositions and maps only. Clearly, these
toponyms were originated at different times and are associated with different historical processes.

One of the important sources to study the toponymy of historical Georgia is “The Register of Gurjistan
Governorate Map” by Al. Aslanikashvili, with S. Djikia as its editor [1953]. The present study is mainly
based on this source and is the first attempt to analyze the territorial distribution of Georgian toponyms
given in the Register.
The study was done in several stages:

1. Development and analysis of a general list of toponyms (geographical background, identification

in relation to modern names, origin).

2. ldentification of Georgian toponyms and their analogues on the territory of present Georgia.

3. ldentification of the territorial distribution of Georgian toponyms in Gurjistan Governorate.

With this thought in mind, we developed an e-version of Gurjistan Governorate Map based on the

Geo-Information Systems, as well as a database to include various data about different geographical objects
(type, location, administrative affiliation of a geographical object, origin of its toponym, etc.).
Based on the analysis of the geographical nomenclature of “Gurjistan Governorate Map” and “The Register
of Gurjistan Governorate Map”, we can assume that most of the geographical names are of a Georgian
origin with their orthography and grammar forms. Besides, the fact of the objects with the same names
found in different corners of Georgia to date is important. Such a clear similarity between the toponyms in
this region of present and historical Georgia is another valid proof of their unity since the ancient times.
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